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BOOK THE MONTH SELECTION 


Heyerdahl, Thor. Kon-Tiki 
Translated Lyon. Rand McNally. Sept. 1950. 
304p. $4.00. 


They had estimated that would take ninety-seven 
days, from the time they left the Peruvian port 
Callao, reach the Polynesian islands the mid- 
Pacific, for which they were headed. the ninety- 
seventh day, right schedule, they were standing off 
the island Angatau, the Tuamotu Archipelago, 
unable maneuver their unwieldy craft through the 
barrier reef. But few days later they were safely 
land, small island the Raroia group; but 
land after 101 days sea. There were six them: 
Thor Heyerdahl, archaeologist with theory about 
the origins the Polynesian race, the leader and or- 
ganizer the expedition; Herman Watzinger, univer- 
engineer met the Norwegian Sailors’ 
Home Brooklyn; Erik Hesselberg, navigator and 
handyman; Torstein Raaby and Knut Haugland, radio 
experts; and finally, Bengt Danielsson, ethnologist 
and the only Swede the group. The other five are 
Norwegian. But all six are adventurers the great 
tradition the Norsemen. For these six set sea 
April 28, 1947, forty-foot raft made nine balsa 
logs lashed together with rope, raft constructed 
closely possible the dimensions and the ma- 
terials those built 500 A.D. the men who lived 
along the western coast and the Andean heights 
South America before the Incas came. Their raft was 
powered only the winds and the ocean currents. 
The story this voyage 4300 nautical miles 
modern epic. 

Mr. was twenty-two when made his first 
trip Polynesia and spent year remote Pacific 
island, 1936-1937. had studied become 
zoologist, but the legends the Polynesians, that their 
ancestors had been race bearded white men who 
had come from the rising the sun, added num- 
ber clues that argued the probability that tradi- 
tion, turned his attention archaeology, rather 
more simply the problem proving theory that 
there had been two migrations from the American 
continents the mid-Pacific islands, one from the 
southern continent, the other from the north. There 
was, for instance, the enigmatic similarity the huge 
stone images, which there are many Easter 
and found too Pitcairn Island, (of Bounty 
fame), and Tahiti; there was the similarity archi- 


tectural form the pyramidal structures remaining 
those islands; there were inexplicable similarities 
root-words the Polynesian and Andean Indian lan- 
guages; the baffling botanical problem explaining 
how sweet potatoes and coconut palms were planted 
the islands. There were number clues that 
might coincidents only, unless could proved 
that was possible that men could have sailed 
primitive rafts over 4000 miles stormy ocean, with 
only the stars navigate by, and only the most primi- 
tive form steering apparatus and sails; because, cer- 
tainly, these early adventurers this mysterious race, 
were stone-age people, (which course does not mean 
that they were, therefore, moronic sub-human; 
the contrary, they must have been highly intelligent 
and civilized). 

Scientist author Heyerdahl pains insist, (in 
one-paragraph appendix), that the success the life- 
risking expedition does not prove his migration theory; 
that proves only that native pae-pae, log sailing-rafts, 
could have been navigated primitive sailors, taking 
advantage prevailing trade-winds and the steady 
Humboldt currents, both with east-to-west flow 
resulting from the earth’s rotation, that adventurers 
from the western coasts South America could have 
reached the island archipelagos. His expedition has 
also furnished valuable scientific data marine life 
and weather conditions. And his six fortunately- 
selected men proved that even modern nerves, (all 
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them had had thrilling careers World War II), 
could weather the greatest dangers the voyage: those 
the psychological storms and personality explosions 
that might have occurred their tiny floating plat- 
form. 


should noted that the story told without clutter- 
ing the pages with scientific gobbledy-gook, with skill 
that makes difficult leave aside for more than 
few moments, and that the translation effortlessly 
excellent. Add this eighty excellent photographs 
the preparations for the voyage and the voyage itself, 
and handsome job printing and binding, and the 
total comes out something anyone will happy 
Boys all ages will eat up, all its eight languages: 
Norwegian, Italian, German, Danish, Swedish, Dutch, 


Finnish, and English. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Standish, Robert Follow the Seventh Man 
Macmillan. Sept. 12, 1950. 243p. $3.00. 

Once again Robert Standish looks into the problem 
the East suddenly poured into Western molds and the 
consequent repercussions. 

The title the book the name game that Peter 
Humbold and Susan Kettering play children and 
several crucial occasions later life. Peter’s father, 
Sir Anthony was the political adviser the late 
Sultan Zimbatan. Sir Anthony persuades the Sultan 
send his oldest son, Selim England educated 
and make the acquaintance Peter who hoped, 
will likewise adviser Selim. 


When the story opens Susan engaged Jack Con- 
stantine; Peter, Cynthia Hardinge, fabulously 
wealthy heiress. Fearing lose the help and advice 
Peter, marries Cynthia, Selim invites the four 
lunch. Meeting for the first time several years, 
Susan and Peter fall love again. Engagements are 
broken and Peter marries Susan and sails off Zim- 
batan, the Malaya Straits. 


Selim unpopular; his country corrupt and bankrupt. 
Peter sets work eliminate the graft and the obvious 
abuses. Much difficulty experienced because Selim 
more and more suffers from kind cultural schizo- 
phrenia, with the Oriental pattern dominant. His 
love money leads him try sell every public 
asset. Peter stops that. His love women sets into 
motion series events that end the death his 
young son and the suicide the Sultana. 


While Susan England for the birth her son, 
Cynthia Hardinge suddenly shows with her father. 
Accidently marooned swept away bridge, Peter 
and Cynthia spend the night extra-marital bliss. 
Peter suffers remorse and spurns Cynthia when she 
seeks return engagement. 


Shortly after this, Susan arrives home. this time 
Selim has degenerated completely and aware 
unconquerable desire possess Susan. With this 
coupled hate for her. engineers plot kill 
Peter. The plot fails materialize and Peter arrives 
home time save Susan and to.whip Selim. Later 


Heyerdahl Standish Vaczek 


Best 


Selim thrown over cliff his long suffering 
tary, Daud, who has waited revenge Selim’s rape 
his fiancée. 


The story ends Peter and Susan return 
live happily ever after. 


There nothing terribly objectionable about the book 
from the moral point view; yet there little re. 
ommend it. Considered purely novel 
action story the most superficial level. you lik 
know why the hero behaves, you will disap 
pointed, since the author has not developed his 
acters, beyond the puppet stage. Considered 
sociological novel, fails. fails since Standish neve 
discovers what that made the West, the home 
the peculiar culture which attached. 
must more than good tailoring and European tabk 
manners. Peter and Susan act kind social 
moral categorical imperative, which they not 
stand. Little wonder that Selim not impressed, much 
less permanently transformed. Further, one quite 
initiate the culture the East wonders 
the negation that Standish makes 


sum up, the story two dimensional; the 
acters generally are store window dummy 
many parts the story read like simple case 
However, there are some interesting moments after the 
manner the American Western. 


James Redding, Ph.D., 
Emmanuel College, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


* 


Vaczek, Louis River and Empty Sea 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 11, 1950. 372p. $3.50. 


Quebec 1671 was strictly governed colonial out 
post, tightly enclosed the regulations protecting 
royal fur monoply, where only under strictest super 
vision were men permitted leave the settled areas 
for trade explanation. Those few were concerned 
with keeping fur flowing from the western 
down the waterways Montreal and eventually the 
coffers his most Christian Majesty. others were 
licensed roam the woods and indeed the 
bois were suspected and disliked the ordinary 
settlers who found them something withdrawn and 
cherished, independence the strict regulations 
which bound the colonists their seigneuries. There 
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Crawford 
Overstreet 
Bowen 


Velikovsky 


were three forces operating New France those 
days one, the quick wealth the fur trade, two, the 
desire some see real colony grow and develop 
and, three, missionary activities the Jesuits, ardent 
convert the Indians and make them model citizens 
model colony. The three interests clashed although 
some, such Talon, Intendant, and later Frontenac, 
governor, seemed wish reconcile them that 
all three could operate efficiently. Around this situa- 
tion woven the story man who sought personal 
independence only learn that was intimately bound 
with responsibility self, family and community. 


The young man was Paul Denys, Sieur Saint Simon, 
protege the Prince Condé, who had been exiled 
Quebec over indiscreet liaison. There Paul became 
Talon’s secretary and had opportunity observe the 
pattern forces which were operating the colony. 
Interested only cynical observer Paul accepted the 
opportunity act Kings’ representative ex- 
ploring party which was work out route for the 
fur trade from the Hudson Bay country into which the 
English, guided French renegades, 
penetrated ship. Such route would also 
alternate for the western fur trade since the hostile 
were controlling the southern waterways after 
their destruction Huronia. went also because 
was gripped luring curiosity see what lay beyond 
the learings the colony the wilderness. There fol- 
lowed almost year unadulterated hell this soft- 
bodied noble, under the tutelage the Jesuit Father 
Albanel and the voyageur Lebastian, learned the life 
the trail, became inured its toils, adept facing its 
and imbued with the mysterious lure the 
beyond. short, Paul became voyageur, impatient 
the settlements, loving only the wilderness, content 
give all his prospects and responsibilities for the 
freedom action and the satisfaction obtained 
meeting the problems that way life. For years 
lived with the Indians, taking Indian wife who 
died before could marry her and confiding his son 
the tutelage Fr. Albanel. Neither family nor 
friends nor officials could persuade Paul renounce 
his way life until himself came see that was 
unnatural for him. Then returned accept his 


duties colonist who could help the foundation 
New France with his specialized knowledge. 


Stegner 


The background material the story excellent 
the author has evidently studied most facets life 
the wilds and writes about them convincingly. Most 
readers will not agree with his implications Jesuit 
politics Canadian history but, the whole, 
treats that much maligned order well, stressing their 
noble and disinterested heroism the search for souls 
though persists treating their Superiors men 
devious ways. page 316-317 there quite 
out-of-character incident which Paul consoles 
dying Indian assuring him that has led good 
life both Christian and Indian standards, that 
therefore safe matter which gods prevail and then 
proceeds, though layman, hear the Indian’s con- 
fession, substituting atin from the Mass” for the 
absolution. Altogether, the book seems suitable for 
adult readers. 


? 


Stegner, Wallace The Preacher and the Slave 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 1950. 403p. $3.75. 

Here, novel form, the story Joe Hill who became 
prominent the early years the present century 
leader International Workers the World activities 
the American west coast. His was warped, com- 
plex personality and, maintaining objective view, 
the author has managed capture plausible likeness 
the man Hill may have been. 


Stegner’s words Hill was “tough, ironical, sharp, 
intolerant, full stereotypes and tired revolutionary 
clichés and yet prickly with unexpected observations 
and the echoes unexpected books, sometimes soggy 
with sentimentality and self-pity and sometimes un- 
yielding and hostile row bayonets” (p. 184). 
had drifted America via ships the seven seas 
from Gefle, Sweden, where had been Joe Hillstrom, 
illegitimate son local baron, fact which probably 
determined the adult Hill leave the country. sea 
learned identify himself with the working class. 
was aware their need for organized union and 
the revolutionary IWW program appealed him. 
was man some talent—artist, hack-poet, and musi- 
cian—and this served means entrance the 
group. Art Manderich commanded most his respect 
and was early introduced the belief that “Right 
and wrong haff notting vit us, and neffer did 
haff” (p. wrote songs inspire the laborer 
hate his employer, pit the worker against the 
capitalist. Casey Jones, Mr. Block, and Workers 
the World Awaken came from his pen and competed 
with the Internationale for popularity union propa- 
ganda. 


The story follows Hill’s introduction the dur- 
ing the Southern Pacific Railway strike World War 
years and follows his progress the union from song- 
writer and cartoonist organizer and agitator for One 
Big Union. The IWW yielded authority, their 
program was destructive and radical. Whatever might 
have been noble the young Hill’s concern for the 
worker was lost his complete absorption the 
creed. The slaughter the Oatfield riot could 
traced agitation and forced Hill, one the 
organizers, leave California. Salt Lake City Hill 
met old IWW associate, sneak thief Otto Apple- 
quist. His association with Ingrid Olson, respectable 
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Not 


Miller 


music teacher, was broken off here when, faced with 
the dull responsibilities married life, Hill found 
himself entirely dedicated the IWW. 
Hill had already robbed and beaten his class enemies 
and destroyed property with sadistic pleasure. was 
usually armed. There was resistance the mind 
the penniless Swede when Applequist outlined 
method robbery means replenish their 
diminished funds. The dual murder that followed 
resulted trial that lost all relation its purpose 
proving the guilt innocence Joe Hill (Applequist 
had escaped) and became instead instrument for 
IWW propaganda with Hill the martyr for the cause. 
Hill determined play the role the bitter end and 
while the evidence pointed his guilt, great was 
the pressure for his release after sentence that, before 
execution, was granted the most lenient terms the 
Pardon Board prove his innocence but refused the 
offer. 
The Preacher, Gustav Lund, less importance 
the development the story than the Slave, Joe Hill. 
Lund was possibly the only true friend Hill has ever 
acquired. When was homeless trouble Lund’s 
mission was his shelter. There could sure 
protection from the law. Like Hill, Lund devoted 
himself the drifter, the unemployed. But was 
replaced when “Evangelicals went out, fundamentalists 
came in. There was not enough Augsburg Confession 
not enough Apostle’s Creed” (p. 264). 
The author’s allusions things liturgical show lack 
knowledge the faith and sometimes border the 
irreverent. His comparison Lund’s midnight coffee 
ritual Low Mass performed without deacon 
incense and when the mug finally held between 
the hands, warming them, the lips approach 
might contain the Host” (p. 180), indicates the ex- 
travagance his style. 
Obscenities are too numerous mention and when 
not downright indecent the language vulgar. The 
author had qualms when introducing pornography 
several passages, add lustre his work. Hill and 
others the are classified with Christ and 
apostolic figures basis equality. The best that 
can said for all this that undoubtedly the ilk that 
forms the membership organizations such 
calibre conforms Stegner’s daring picture, and 
cannot accused glorifying any them. 


However, the book condemned for general reading. 

Joe Hill fails register being sufficiently important 

warrant sullying the mind with this sort thing. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


* 


Miller, Lee The Story Ernie Pyle 
Viking. Aug. 28, 1950. 439p. $3.95. 

Ernie (Ernest T.) Pyle became almost legend during 
the war years, 1940-1945. ever-increasing num- 
ber Americans, the services and home “the 
States”, who read his daily syndicated columns, was 
more than war-correspondent; was part every- 
body’s pal, part tutelary genius self-appointed 
spokesman for generation soldiers and their fami- 
lies, and had invented “G.I. Joe”. his own eyes, 


Best 


was half-reluctant, half-willing celebrity. This 
who read this account him will find him 
articulate, worried lonely little man. columnist; 
whom 
week Pre 
death: “No 
the Ame 
men have 
life-time 
and intense 
from all but 
The integrit 
wrenching 
Lee Miller 
adult years, 
through 


Ernie Pyle was professional newspaperman who 
been writing his own special kind column for 
dozen years before the war came, for the Scripps 
Howard chain newspapers. was column 
deliberately ignored national and international events 
favor the trivia which, multiplied suitable 
lions, makes Americana. had abiding interest 
people and seemed always ready bestow 
measure affection upon those thought 
affection, which seemed mean the majority 
fellow-citizens forty-eight When the 
came, and was sent London report the fate 
that city under the blitz, was soon apparent tha 
could write about the war, and the men and 


catastrophe and comedy, without affectation 


developed over his years rambling-and-writing, 


which was sometimes very near poetic. was Emie went 
self modest, companionable, listener rather than demic trop! 
talker, sentimental, unaffectedly sincere, trying. 
tiv ely honest, and tormented for years take 
worries and tragedy which few have known man the re: 
Perhaps better say simply that was career, and 
(Is that faint was killed save his 
bullet, suddenly, April, 1945, the island that eve 

Shima, far off the Pacific not far south Japan, complete 
during tour theater-of-war felt knew beside him 
ing about and was not prepared understand. each 
multitude friends will pardon the suggestion that continues 
Providence cut short his career its peak perfect 
prevented him from knowing the disillusionment being 
would inevitably have had suffer, from the ever, fata 
ing process, the readjustment post-war life, which rebellious 
dreaded for all that desired it. is, Ernie their 
remains one the heroes World War And Ernie’s yea 
biography, skillfully written man who was clos sympathy. 

friend and his “boss” for nearly twenty years, will only For long 
add the esteem which Ernie Pyle held, detract it, guard 
nothing from the legend, and may even become one blaming 
the classics this century American letters. after 


Every man, however modest may however and 
popular, collects few enemies, few detractors his continued. 
way success. Ernie Pyle was not very prepossessing 
figure, sure; and his success was rather slow secr 
coming; but did capture the American colla 
imagination the hysteria wartime; and some have 


resented that. has been accused playing the role 
“poor man’s Hemingway”, capitalizing cute 
trick tugging heart strings, making plenty hay 
grass-chewing crossroads philosopher, being 
self-pitying sob-sister sloppy pants. But doubt 
that any one will read this story what made 
Pyle the man was and not come away with the 
conviction that this balding, decent, ribald, honest, 
harried little guy was deservedly loved the dozens 
who loved him, deservedly respected the hundreds 
who respected him and deservedly admired the 
hundreds thousands who admired him. The reader 
will probably close the book and gaze moment the 
picture the dust-cover and say himself: That was 
sweet little guy; one swell Joe. 
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not merely the story Hoosier farmboy who 


worked his way from copy-desk most-favored 


whom President Truman, (then hardly more than 
week President), would say announcing Ernie’s 
death: “No man this war has well told the story 
the American fighting man the American fighting 
men have wanted told”. This the story 
and intense suffering spirit that was kept hidden 
from all but the handful who could not help knowing. 


The integrity and decency, well the weakness and 


wretchedness, the man are here disclosed heart- 


wrenching honesty, without any false emotional antics. 


Lee Miller knew Ernie Pyle intimately for most his 
adult years, and tells the story Ernie Pyle mostly 
through quotation from his letters and his 
appears, now, that the articles cannot really under- 
stood without the letters. You have know what 
endured know what made him the kind 
man was. 

Erie went through school without winning any aca- 
demic trophies; but won friends apparently without 
trying. quit Indiana University his senior year 
take job newspaper, and was newspaper- 
man the rest his life. married early along that 
career, and never succeeded loving any other woman 
save his wife. not believe there any evidence 
that ever tried love any other woman. gave his 
complete devotion his Gerry, “that girl” who rode 
eside him his travels across letters 
each other display tenderness and devotion that 
continues the end. They seemed ideally fitted, 
couple; they liked roving, liked pretending 
being “bohemian”, liked drinking. There was, how- 
ever, fatal weakness somewhere Gerry’s stubbornly 
character. That weakness her smashed 
their happiness, finally, without appearing diminish 
yearning tenderness toward her, his patient 
sympathy. The breakdown did not come suddenly. 
For long time Ernie had been able hide any signs 
it, guarding and protecting Gerry during her “spells”, 
blaming himself for demanding too much her. But 
after fifteen years what seemed their friends 
happy and normal marriage, the secret could not 
continued. Gerry broke down. The recurring fits 
melancholy and depression, whatever their cause, led 
her secret drinking, then dope; and, finally, com- 
plete collapse. Through all, Ernie Pyle cherished 
and supported with encouragement his Gerry. So, this 
love story, too. One the saddest and most 
poignant you have ever read. 


Other correspondents, well Ernie Pyle, had com- 
passion the multitude GI’s who were enduring 
the utter monotonous misery inglorious frightful 
battle and the mute unglamorous hell hardships that 
surround battle fore and aft and sideways; and other, 
well Ernie Pyle, shared that with the soldiers 
foxhole, pup-tent and blacked out 
barracks and smoke-fogged canteens. But Ernie Pyle 
seemed have more knack telling about the 
fighting man “as the fighting men wanted told 
and clubs less than many another correspondent; 
but mostly escaped the damning reputation “hang- 


Ernie Pyle frequented the Officers’ 


Nathan 


ing out with the brass”. did not, some have put 
it, “fall love with the Army and specifically with 
the Infantry”. did not think every single 
G-I was wonderful; some them thought were 
downright- so-and-sos, with minds that 
stank much their unwashed bodies, and told 
them off, enough them his time, for their shoddy 
dishonesty, their foulness speech, their lack that 


basic self-respect which man can lose only 


ing away. resented bitterly the crass impersonal 
attitude the footslogger the professional behind- 
the-lines tactician and politician; resented the apparent 
inability unwillingness the people-at-home 
understand what the infantry has endure. hated 
their life war time and had force himself share 
when did. But was “nice guy”, “real Joe” 
the eyes almost every one the infantry, soldiers 
and officers, doughfoot and brass. 


Ernie Pyle was saint for the Sunday-school books; 
certainly not for the WCTU. was heavy drinker; 
used lot improper words. But appears 
this biography man you could understand and 
like. And everyone admits had wonderful, friend- 
grin. One misses his story any reference 
even indirect evidence any religious convictions 
may have had. one the many Americans 
unfortunate enough have had little any contact 
with vital religion, one that sacramental and 
rational, and not merely handbook polite conduct 
emotional outlet. Perhaps and Gerry had 
had some deeper roots personal faith theirs might 
not have been tragic Mr. Miller has com- 
posed fine tribute his friend Ernie will likely 
have. pulls punches, far this reviewer can 
judge. And well done that The Story Ernie 
Pyle may well rated one the best books 
1950, not the whole fifty years 1900 thus far; 
and darn well might become classic. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 
That Married Look 


2.50. 


Nathan, Robert 


Knopf. Aug. 21, 1950. 195p. 


Here bit fourth dimensional froth that has been 
inflated with the same airy whimsy which Robert 
Nathan once used his Portrait 
there the projection the mind discontented 
unsatisfied man into dream world where creation 
infinitely more simple than the world reality. 


The starting point for the creativeness Edward his 
dissatisfaction with his married life the monotony 
it, and with the substitution the joyless for the 
joyous, the middle aged for the youthful. this 
discontent the goad, fog wrapped highway, the 
cadence Tschaikowsky the Hollywood Bowl, the 
cacaphony futile argument the silent beauty 
moon-silvered patio the heart the desert provide 
the escape route the land thought projection 
which desire personified. natural for foil 
the conservatism his wife, Ruth, Edward projects 
half-wild creature living gypsy wagon and bearing 
the name Clementine. She becomes the companion 
his escapes from reality, and her finds relief 


Thog 
Of 


from the pattern everyday existence that threatens 
overwhelm him. There neat twist the end 
which courtesy Mr. Nathan forbids revealing. Suf- 
fice say, fourth dimensional living not the privilege 
only one member marriage. The completion 
unreality this unknown dimension occurs when 
Ruth and Edward meet the same point their 
thought projection. 


There are many trenchant aphorisms the book anent 
the microcosm and the macrocosm “Andromeda 
psychiatry; there description music and its effect 
page that would difficult equal anywhere. 


The margins are wide, the print amply spaced, the 
humor light, the theme light and That Married 
Look cannot help but delight. 


William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Rees, Gilbert 
Dutton. Sept. 13, 1950. 316p. $3.00. 


Seek City the life story Roger Williams, 
founder Providence, Rhode Island. told the 
first person, autobiography. The theme re- 
ligious freedom; that is, freedom from the Anglican 
church, and from the Puritan theocracy New Eng- 
land. Catholics their interests ideas figure no- 
where the story. idea freedom pre- 
sented kind confused idealism. only seek 
air country,” says, “where men may live peace 
and understanding; country whose fruits are love and 
joy, peace and forgiveness, the trees their round 
bearing their regular fruit. There they will have 
word for justice, for justice will everywhere; there 
will nothing but justice and mercy; the very wind 
will dance with justice, and bend the trees mercy, 
and not harm their tender shoots” and much more 
the same strain. The mood tense Evangelical 
emotionalism, with little the humane humorous 
relieve it. The style tense, choppy. The con- 
versation brief and stern, times effective, but again 
very melodramatic. The book will hold but little in- 
terest for the general reader the Catholic reader; 
however, might well called the attention 
residents Rhode Island reasonably good fictional 
portrait the state founder. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Seek City 


Tasaki, Hanama Long the Imperial Way 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 15, 1950. 372p. $3.50. 


This the first novel written former Japanese 
soldier for the express benefit American audi- 
ence. Its author was born 1913 the island 
Maui the Hawaiian group, schooled the Univer- 
sity Hawaii and later Oberlin College Ohio. 
1936 went Japan, hoping participate actively 
the Progressive Movement. Instead was con- 
scripted into the Imperial Army where served 
three year stint China. returing Japan 


Rees Tasaki Oursler 


Best SELLER 


became newspaper reporter and later 1942 
conscripted once again into the army. This work 
lates his experiences the China Campaign 
tells wrote “during year spent bed with 
aims, one which was straighten out the 
emotions—predominately guilt complex—under 
labored since the 


the reader carried along, witness the daily lif 
the ordinary Japanese soldier whose wretched lot 
portrayed with blunt realism that savors 
marcque’s All Quiet the Western Front. Yet 
spite the unrelieved emphasis which Tasaki places 
the workings the baser elements man’s nature 
which service any army apt accentuate, ther 
compelling beauty and subtle force the 
that merits attentive eye. Nevertheless this 
book inflict the immature minds 
adolescents. Tasaki able avoid crass vulgarity 
doubt largely because translates literally the 
idiom, the meaning which seeks convey the 
American public. Thus while softens the 
the blow one’s sensibilities, since the idiom 
somewhat unfamiliar, succeeds retaining 
diminished the stark brutality and sheer fanaticism 
characteristic the Japanese military. 

The story does not want for its lighter moments. 
even the narrating these few incidents, the author 
cannot altogether escape the spectre tragedy which 
seems hover everywhere the offing. The 
will particularly grateful for his having clothed the 
Japanese soldier with personality that all his 
The picture may distorted that set against 
background pillaging, looting, raping, 
with which the western reader has become 
familiar. The author does not stop here. point 
out that like any other soldier away from home for any 
length time, the Japanese fighting man also 
the pangs homesickness and that too longs 
the day when may pick the threads his former 
life the farm and the shop. 

This reviewer, however, finds the sympathetic 
with which the author countenances the animal 
lieved and unfortunately there little reason doubt 
him, far his experiences the Japanese army 
concerned, the epitome all joy for man had 
sexual intercourse. That should cater casually 
such naturalism decidedly distracts, does not 
detract from the merits the work. For 
himself open the charge that primarily pre 
occupied with writing story the various kinds 
brothels frequented the Japanese Army North 
China. This hardly the stuff out which great 


novels are made. 
Harry Kirwin, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Oursler, Fulton Why Know There God 
Doubleday. Aug. 24, 1950. 192p. $2.00. 


Human reason its natural force and light can arrive 
the knowledge one personal God. St. Thomas 
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15, 1950 Swanstrom 


Aquinas proves this his famous five philosophical 
arguments. Fulton Oursler recognizes the cogency 
such reasoning but declares “many another person like 
myself recoils from skull-busting theological complexi- 
ties” 16). prefers reach this same conclusion 
personal experience, especially the 
those who have dedicated themselves God’s service. 
“One can know there God most completely 
loving God and serving Him” (p. 9). 


The first proof which offers his own career. 
his early life had made study the principal 
religions the world but ended becoming 
confirmed agnostic the age thirty. rejected 
any absolute standard morality, approved eutha- 
nasia and divorce, anathematized the supernatural, and 
regarded organized religion not only false but often 
pious fraud. Then the age fifty 
firm believer God after had begged for 
the gift faith humble prayer. 


then devotes twelve chapters people who have 
undergone similar experience, whose faith God, 
according him, the motivating principle their 
lives. The most prominent these Albert Schweit- 
the noted musician, author, and doctor who 
laboring for the material and spiritual welfare the 
natives West Another such person 
Branch Rickey, president the Brooklyn Dodgers, who 
despite bitter opposition introduced Jackie Robinson, 
the first Negro ballplayer, into the Major Leagues. 
repeats the story Rose Hawthorne, the daughter 
the famous novelist, who founded institute care 
for the victims incurable cancer. answer 
those who deny that God and religion have any place 
our workaday world cites the example Tony 
Mantiero. During World War II, when the factories 
were seven day schedule, many employees found 
dificult attend church Sundays. Tony, em- 
ployee Barnett Foundry and Machine Co. and 
student for the Presbyterian ministry, persuaded the 
owners allow him hold services the factory 
Sunday, and this arrangement met with great success. 


The last two chapters, New Crusade” and 
Future Ours”, are similar tone and contents 
Father Keller’s book, You Can Change the World. All 
must put the principles our faith into practice 
our daily conduct; must strive bring God back 
into public and domestic life; must see that 
the officials our government conform the standards 
overcoming the principal enemy our day—atheistic 
Communism. 


The author’s method for proving the existence God 
frees from the laborious thinking that required for 
understanding St. Thomas’ five proofs. His 
racy style, and the dramatic dialogues which gener- 
ously supplies for all his stories, makes this book easy 
and pleasant read. But whether his line argu- 
mentation will persuade the skeptics our generation, 
for whom primarily writes, believe God re- 
mains seen. 

Since this book belongs the category apologetics 
there one serious criticism that must made. The 
author lavish his praise Albert Schweitzer, 
though -he should know that the latter’s ideas about 


Christianity are practically identical with the Modern- 
ism condemned Pius Likewise devotes sepa- 
rate chapters the good that being done repre- 
sentatives the principal Protestant denominations. 
realizes that some readers might conclude that 
regards one church just good another, and 
107 rejects this doctrine. But almost immedi- 
ately praises the Presbyterian minister, whom 
writing, for trying “to get all men follow their 
highest convictions. And all men who that are 
members Christ’s Church desire”. Again 
170 states: “The only necessity for Christians 
Christians. this mean the sacraments, union 
with Christ the true Church”. This statement like 
the one just mentioned, vague and leaves much 
desired. Many Protestants, well known, claim 
have the Sacraments and belong the true 


Church. 


The author should have stated clear and unmistak- 
able language, Pius XII does his latest encyclical 
August 12, that must believe not only the 
existence personal God but also the existence 
the Catholic Church, the sole depositary divine 
truth, and the only living authority interpret and 
safeguard God’s revelation man. 

Rev. Stephen McKenna, 

St. Clement’s Mission House, 

Ephrata, Pennsylvania 


Swanstrom, Rt. Rev. Edward 

Pilgrims the Night 
Sheed Ward. Aug. 16, 1950. 114p. $2.50. 
This one the most discouraging books that have 
ever read. Monsignor Swanstrom, representing War 
Relief N.C.W.C., has attempted tell part 
the story relative the approximately 12,000,000 
unfortunates who have poured into Germany since 
1945. These were not the Displaced Persons, who be- 
came the concern the Allied Nations. The subjects 
this book are the Expellee Group, that is, the Ger- 
manic groups living Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hun- 
gary, and elsewhere. According agreement 
reached Potsdam August, 1945, and approved 
President Truman and other Allied leaders, these 
groups were sent back Germany. German 
welfare agencies, not the Allied Nations, were care 
for them. Under this arrangement was possible for 
Yugoslavia, for example, expel Yugoslav citizens 
German origin who had settled certain places 
invitation from lawful authorities some two three 
centuries 
The Catholic Charities Germany and the Lutheran 
Aid Society have used their limited resources aid the 
unfortunate people driven into Germany, but the suf- 
fering and misery have been widespread and intense. 
1946 the Administrative Board the N.C.W.C., 
speaking for the bishops the United States, con- 
demned this mass expulsion men, women, and chil- 
dren from their ancestral homes. The Provisional 
Committee the World Council Churches took 
similar action. Catholics this nation have made 
funds available for lessening some degree the suf- 
fering this decree reminiscent brute 
savagery. 


| 
— 


100 


Regarding the problem, Monsignor Swanstrom wrote: 
could see solution, because making overall 
decisions economic and political nature, the 
human material has been completely ignored” (p. 16). 
Unless you are unusually callous you will deeply 
moved such chapters those entitled “The 
Women”, “The Children”, and “The Priests”. Almost 
everyone will admit that those three groups did noth- 
ing bring World War II, and yet they are perhaps 
the greatest sufferers today. You will greatly im- 
pressed what has been done Archbishop Jaeger 
Padersborn. Over 800,000 expelled Catholics en- 
tered his devastated archdiocese. Over 300 Catholic 
centers various types have been established, includ- 
ing seventeen homes for the aged and two large or- 
phanages. The courage and initiative displayed the 
Catholic bishops and priests keeping Catholic ideals 
alive the souls the poverty stricken expellees 
almost beyond belief. bright ray hope 
picture almost unrelieved gloom. understand 
better the futility war, read this factual, illustrated 
story about its innocent victims. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


* * 


Oursler, Fulton. Modern Parables 
Doubleday. July 1950. 153p. $1.75. 


The editor the Reader’s Digest whose “fictionalized” 
life Christ has been spiritual reading for good 
many thousands within the past few years, here turns 
his hand the imitation Our Lord the preaching 
spiritual messages story form. About three dozen 
such “short short stories”, each from 600-800 words 
length, make this little volume, the style and 
much the content which will recognizable 
steady Reader’s Digest customers. 


matter fact, these parables may more recog- 
nizable this group than readers the Bible and 
those who expect “parable” preach spiritual 
message, rather than materialistic one, the effect 
that being good fine thing because pays very 
practical rewards. Such “parable” that involving 
George Boldt, first manager the old Waldorf, sup- 
posed have been given his job William Waldorf 
Astor reward for kind deed. So, concludes this 
modern parable-writer, “We should treat well all 
strangers who seek our help. Under ragged coat they 
may hide their wings.” 


Similarly slight—even, perhaps, dangerous—are most 
the other tales. The New Testament needs im- 
plementing this kind make acceptable for our 


time. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 


Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Oursler Harris 


Street 
Aug. 1950. 370p. $3.00. 
Nova Scotia-born Mr. Harris newcomer 
field the early American historical novel, having 
three precede the present effort. This one 
about Aaron Burr’s famous trip down the Ohio 
Mississippi 1806, the attempt raise the West 
conquest Mexico which Burr was the 
effect, the courts said that this was 
treason; whether not was does not concern 
author who concentrates two principal 
Burr himself and his illegitimate son, known 
Shadwell. 
action the story moves from Pittsburgh the 
sissippi Territory, via the Ohio from 
Island where the conspiracy came fruition and 
Mississippi where the sad venture crumbled its 
weight and friendless came clamorous 
action however unimportant characterization 
everything. Mr. Harris draws Aaron Burr sort 
monomaniac sharp, brilliant, witty, charming, abk 
sway men momentarily but essentially 
dreamer who wished only take constant initiative 
relying upon Fate furnish the subsequent plans 
means. Cold, calculating, even cruel wholly 
interested and refusing see anything that did 
redound Burr’s glory but with fatal weakness 
perception and personal inadequacy when the 
ment stress came, courtroom lawyer and politi 
cian dreaming himself statesman that Mr. 
picture Burr. Add that his vanity and his 
ability resist the opportunity affair with any 
woman. 
personally-commanded recruit Burr’s company 
came young Hugh Shadwell, whose parentage, 
secret most, was known all the principal 
acters, including himself. Just turning into 
the self-contained but ambitious Hugh was forced 
his father into the status menial with 
warmth nor affection inspire his service. Hugh saw 
the futility Burr’s plan quite early but carried 
the hope that something his father’s genius would 
show him the way sought. Finally broke with 
Burr and stood his father’s wrath prevent contem 
plated suicide and engineer Burr’s last attempt 
escape. With Burr’s final capture began his own 
career free man with Chrissie. 
Two minor characterizations are also quite well done. 
Chrissie, the tavern owner’s daughter, would give 
self one, even Aaron Burr, until Hugh won her 
proving his worth. Squire Blennerhassett, whos 
hand was deep the conspiracy, presented 
rather bumbling fellow who backed Burr please his 
wife Margaret, one Burr’s conquests. all, the 
book differs definitely from the usual run escapist 
historical novel and while unimportant itself, may 
read with some profit, especially for its success 
capturing the idiom and the flavor those 
general, can recommended for adult readers. 


Harris, Cyril 


Little, Brown. 
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Scribner’s. 
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